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Chapter 1: Grandma’s Legacies 

1 

I have wanted to write this email for many days since I came back from Firas and Carolyn’s wedding. But, 

first I had to cut the grass in my yards, which due to raining, I had to put on and off for four days. Second, 

I had to make sure that my Bible translations were caught up. 

All the while, I have also been thinking how I may write this email better. I will say this, “I enjoyed every 

moment of the five days I was in Philadelphia. I liked the wedding, including all the related events. You 

people are very special to me.” 

My other purpose is to introduce to Nadia and Carolyn our family from my point of view, both of you I 

saw the first time because of this trip. 

The story of my family is a compilation of narrations of non-dramatic, non-heroic events. The truth is 

very simple: we are one of the families in the world that actually pray to lead a life that is simple, 

truthful, and peaceful. While narrating the events, I may try to make them interesting to read by relating 

the dramatic national or international events to the lives of my family members. The purpose is to make 

it interesting for the readers without twisting any fact. 

And of course, a simple, truthful, and peaceful life does not mean that it is meaningless; quite on the 

contrary, to lead such a life very often involves wisdom, evidences of which I hope you can glean here 

and there while you read.  

It was not that long ago Firas’ family members began to visit the United States. If I remember correctly, 

the first time was in the year 2003, Amira and her mother (my sister) came to visit their grandmother 

(me and my sister’s mother) in Texas, in the house that I am living in. The sad moment was when they 

were finishing the visit and were going back to Jordan, because I did not know when we were going to 

meet again. 

However, Firas and Amira came at the end of the year 2004 and spent more than one month with their 

grandmother and me. This visit made me think that coming to the United States might not be that 

difficult for them after all. At that time, they were still both college students attending a campus in the 

northern province (I forgot the name of the province, but I remember the city’s name is Irbid) which is 

part of the system of the University of Jordan. Also, during this visit, they participated in a Karate class 

and also in helping me to teach a class of Chinese students to learn taijiquan in preparation for a Chinese 

School event.  

Then the father, the mother, and Amira came, but in different combinations. If I remember correctly, no 

more than two came together at the same time. 

The next was Firas’ coming first and then Amira came later. That was 2009. That was when Firas caught 

a very big fish. It was big and beautiful. We had to drive 15 minutes to another park to butcher it 

because the place Firas caught the fish was only a boat ramp without any facilities. The funny part of it 
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was it came within about 10 minutes I made the comment: “Firas does not seem to have good luck in 

catching fish.” I remember I made the comment in Chinese and Firas asked me the meaning of that 

Chinese expression. 

Then Amira came. That was the last time Grandma was able to venture outdoors. We had a picnic in the 

park. Not long afterwards, Grandma passed away, in 2010.  

Now, back to Kifah. Actually, Kifah came very close of coming to the Unites States. I still remember, 

Grandpa and Grandma visited me in 1999. We went together to the Victoria College campus to obtain 

the application form for you. And you obtained the I-20. But for some reason, you did not get the visa. It 

took another 15 years for you and your family to materialize the visit. I will encourage the younger 

generations to come to the United States. About that, I will write to you (Kifah and Nadia) more in the 

future. Grandpa and Grandma went back to Taiwan. And Grandpa passed away on September 12, 1999. 

(Today is the anniversary.)  

Next time, I will write about Dingding, Zhongzhong and the other uncle (on the mother’s side). 
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It was spring of 1985. The other uncle finished his study in the United States, and went back to Taiwan 

to teach in the university by way of Jordan.  I was there also, having being there for about one year. He 

stayed there for about one week. However, your family was already scheduled to go back to your 

hometown in the West Bank. Therefore, it became my responsibility to show him around. 

We went to Azraq to visit the fortress in the oasis. Of course, everything in the Arab world is named 

after Lawrence of Arabia. The most exciting part was when we finished touring the fortress, it was only 

about one o’clock in the afternoon, and we found out that there was no bus to go back to Amman!  

It was horrible news for us, because we really had no idea how to go back to Amman without a bus. (At 

that time, you still lived in the house at Jabel Hussain.) So we looked around and tried to figure out a 

way. Then we saw at a turning point in the road, there were people, who were hitchhikers. We realized 

it was probably the only way to go back to Amman.  So we did the same. 

While we were waiting, a mini-bus stopped in front of us (my brother and me), and urged us to quickly 

get in, and when other hitchhikers rushed over and tried to get in also, the door was shut upon their 

faces with a loud ‘bang!’ 

Then we saw in the bus were the Zarka High School students that we met while touring the castle. We 

felt so lucky that we were saved. However, we were not completely out of the woods yet, because the 

high school students were very active and they sang and even danced all the way, and we knew that it 

would be our turn very quickly. Indeed, it came. 
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You have to know, my brother was a studious person, and 

imagine that he had to sing in front a busload of high school 

students! I was a little better, but not by far.  We two 

managed to sing ‘Old McDonald Has a Farm’ simply to save 

our lives and to show them respect.  

It was a long ride. After about another one hour, the bus finally arrived in Zarka. I can still feel the relief 

even today. Of course, we never could show enough our gratitude toward those high school students.  
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Firas asked me if I have the pictures of the other uncle’s visit to Jordan I mentioned. Yes, I do. You can 

see in the pictures, the other uncle with students in the bus, and me with an instructor and a student on 

the site. They were both body-builders. 

That reminds me of one thing that I particularly want to say to Kifah. You are the only one among the 

three siblings that did not take the Karate class. I will tell you, physical training is very important. It 

benefits people not only physically, but mentally, especially the latter. 

 Two points that I want to make clear to Kifah: first, it is not too late to start doing an exercise; and 

second, to succeed in today’s world, especially in the Western world, you need to be able to keep (your 

head) cool, which is lacking in your culture, and which actually is a by-product that will come naturally 

when you start doing an exercise. I do not intend to offend anyone, but that was my observation after 

being in the Arab world for six years. Even during this trip in Philadelphia, there were moments that 

reminded me of this particular trait of your culture – a lack of patience. I will explain more how to fix it 

later. 

When I see you (Kifah) next time, I will teach you taijiquan. It only takes five minutes. But before that, 

you need to do your own preparation. You can do anything you want to achieve flexibility. One of the 

best and easiest is yoga, which you can download from the Internet and learn to do it anywhere, 
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including the living room, or even the bedroom. But before you do yoga, you should warm up. For 

example, jog for five minutes and you are ready. You should also do it when you (your stomach and your 

bowel) are not full. 

I am sure your family will enjoy it. I can imagine how the twin will giggle and jump up and down when 

they see you doing yoga. 

And, of course, doing exercise is not only for Kifah. It applies to everybody. My rule of thumb is very 

simple: five times or 100 minutes a week. 

And yes, before the other uncle went back to Taiwan, we did go to Kerak together to visit your parents’ 

host family. Everybody went together, including your parents, Kifah, Firas, Amira, and the two uncles. 
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Not long after we arrived at your parents’ host family’s house in Kerak, I noticed they were dumping 

chicken after chicken into a big boiling pot. They were making chicken mansif. When the lunch time 

came and we sat down, in front of us was this dish that looked like a small mountain on a big plate. The 

lady of the house looked at me, as if she wanted me to say something to my brother, the other uncle. I 

looked at him and at his plate, and said, “Move whatever you want to eat into your plate. Do not expect 

to have a second serving.” He asked me why, and I replied, “Do it and you will find out.” 

So he moved what he wanted to eat into his own plate while everybody else waited. Then, as if a signal 

were given, they all dug in with their fingers! My brother’s eyes and mouth were wide open. I did not 

know which was wider. 

Yes, you might begin to wonder why I keep beating around the bush while I said in the beginning that I 

wanted to talk about Dingding and Zhongzhong. Actually, I am not beating around the bush. When I 

wanted Kifah and everybody else to have an exercise schedule, I had a perfectly legitimate reason. 

Grandma used to say to me, “You want to visit a family where everybody shines like a small sun.” What 

she said was that you do not want to go to a family where you feel as if the atmosphere were clouded 

over. For a family to have the members shine like small suns, you need two legacies: one is ‘reading’, 

which, I can see, is being carried on into your own families; the other one is ‘healthiness’. And that is 

why I have encouraged everybody to have an exercise schedule. 

If you are still not convinced, look at Dingding and Zhongzhong. They became ‘completely’ orphaned 

when Zhongzhong was only nineteen years old! Do you expect that ‘they shine like small suns’ 

completely orphaned at this early age? 

I bet you know the answer better than I do. 

I was trying to see if I could find pictures of the other uncle’s visit to Jordan that include you, but could 

find none. The closest I could find were pictures taken before the other uncle came. It was early in the 
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spring of 1985. I remember I took both of you together to 

Madaba by bus. When we were getting off the bus, I had to 

lift both of you at the same time by pulling up your arms, 

one on each side. A gentleman said to me that I should not 

lift a kid by only one arm lest it would hurt the kid’s 

shoulder.  I certainly hope that your shoulders are not 

damaged. 

The pictures were taken at the University of Jordan’s campus close to Amman, most likely a couple of 

days before we went to Madaba.   
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Chapter 2: The Wars 

1 

If I say that we are all products of wars, and that the wars brought us all together, you will certainly be 

shocked. But gradually, you will understand. Look at this picture.  King Hussain of Jordan visited Taiwan 

in 1959. That was two years after the Arab War of 1957, which brought your father’s family to Amman 

from the West Bank. Your house at Jabel Hussain was located not far from the refugee camp. If I am not 

mistaken, Nadia’s parents also came to Amman around this time.  

It was also ten years after President Jiang Zhongzheng retreated to Taiwan. The civil war broke out in 

China even before the Second World War. It resumed after the Japanese surrendered in 1945 and the 

World War ended. Then Mao Zedong won the civil war, and Jiang Zhongzheng’s government moved to 

Taiwan, in 1949. (At that time, your mother was 3 years old, the other uncle 2, and I was yet to be born.) 

That is why the official name of Taiwan is the Republic of China.  

That particular political environment helped shape our personalities and other characteristics. For 

example, we speak Mandarin more fluently than we speak Taiwanese, because there was a huge influx 

of the Mainland-China-ders, whom we called the Other-Provincers, especially to those communities 

such as where your mother and uncles were brought up.  

Grandpa worked for the Chinese Petroleum Corporation, a governmental facility under the Branch of 

the Economic Affairs, and worked first at the Kaoshiung Refinery (in the south, when we were kids), and 

then at the Taoyuan Refinery (in the north, when we were all adults). The employees of the refineries 

and their families have the privilege of living in the communities set up and run by the refineries. The 

ones in the south are particularly fully developed and well-managed, including housing units, their own 

markets, schools, gyms, libraries, parks, theaters, churches, hospitals, restaurants, department stores, 

bowling alleys, skating rings, golf courses, etc. It was there that we grew up and knew our childhood 

friends. 
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The two refineries were where Grandma referred to as ‘home’, and she took particular pride in them.  

From time to time, Grandma would say that when she got married to Grandpa, there was not much of a 

wedding, because at that time, the Second World War was coming to an end and the bombing by the US 

Airforce was extremely severe, and everybody was more concerned with running for the bomb shelters 

than attending a wedding, not to mention that her family was kind of tattered, if not broken, because of 

Grandma’s parents’ marital failure. 

Of course, that does not mean that my own grandma (my mother’s mother) did not care for us. It was 

quite on the contrary.  

2 

I still remember King Hussain’s visit and where I stood. I was in the third-grade. The whole school went 

out to wave to him with each class assigned to a certain position. I was standing not very far from the 

main gate of the refinery. King Hussain was very young at that time. He either stood or sat in an open 

vehicle and waved back at the students. Your mother must have 

remembered also. 

I include some 

childhood 

pictures, and also 

the National 

Anthem of the 

Republic of China. 
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3 

 

I am very proud to present one of my own calligraphy works here. When Firas and Carolyn got married, I 

gave them a poem in my calligraphy. The big difference is that now I have switched to using the 

traditional black ink. You may be surprised that the ink makes such a big difference. But at least for me, 

because I had some watercolor background and using the thinly-diluted red watercolor was much, much 

easier for me. When I had determined to switch to the traditional black ink, there was a big struggle and 

greater efforts put in. I am so glad that at least I feel confident to present my works in the black ink now. 

Of course, I am still working on improving my brush-man-ship. 

There are reasons why the Kaohsiung Oil Refinery is picked to showcase Taiwan when foreign dignitaries 

come to visit. Of course, first, is because of its communities being the best as I have mentioned. Second, 

is because of its closeness to the Navy Base. (This was much later, but since I’ve mentioned the Navy 

Base, I might as well talk about my service in the Navy.) I was different from other college students. I 

was dropped out from college so I had to serve in the military as a private soldier. Those who have 

graduated from college serve as officers. Serving 

as a private soldier, on the one hand, was a 

disadvantage, but on the other hand, it opened my eyes to people who were not well-educated. For 

example, in the battleship, I had to share living quarters with people who barely finished their 

elementary educations, or even with people who were actually gangsters. I learned a lot from knowing 

those people from close up. One thing I must tell you: never underestimate people who do not have 

high level of educations. They might be much smarter than you think, or even than you are.  

Pay attention to the mountain in the picture that has 
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two pagodas. That mountain is the same mountain in front of which your mother and I stood (previous 

page). Its name is Ban-Ping Shan (Half-Screen Mountain); it kind of symbolizes the place your mother 

and the two uncles grew up, because we could see it from our house. 

If you are interested in finding out the meaning of our National Anthem, it is in my website.  
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I am coming closer to the part your parents met each other before they got married. So bear with me. 

But before that, I must talk more about wars. As I said, we are brought together because of wars. At the 

same time, I will summarize the international situations when I grew up that I know of. I am sure they 

are important knowledge for you also. 

Two big issues began to emerge when the Second World War was coming to an end. One of them was 

the space technology competition, and the other was the spread of the communism. (Now you know 

why I said that the wars brought us all together.) 

And the two big players were the United States and the Soviet Union. 

Let us talk about the space competition first, because that one was easier. In the beginning, the US was 

falling behind. When the Soviet Union sent its first manned spacecraft into the space, the US space 

technologies were still in their infancy. It was a big wakeup call. The two US presidents, Dwight 

Eisenhower and John F. Kennedy greatly promoted the space technologies on the US sides. It ended up 

that the United States was able to send Apollo missions that brought astronauts onto the moon in 1968. 

By the way, the Apollo missions were the ones before the Space Shuttles missions, which ended not long 

ago. 

One year before that, in 1967, there were two big assassinations in the US. One was Martin Luther King 

Jr., and the other one was Robert Kennedy, President John F. Kennedy’s brother.  

And also, 1967 was the year of the Second Arab War. Israelites took over the Golan Height and the Gaza 

Strip, which were later returned. 

John F. Kennedy was himself assassinated in November of 1963. I still remember the moment. I was a 

junior in the middle school. It was a big issue at that time, because President Kennedy was a big fighter 

against communism. 

You heard of the Cuban Stand-off. That was him. At that time, he actually warned the Soviet Union, if 

they did not turn the ships around, which carried nuclear weapons to be stationed in Cuba, the US 

fighter planes would destroy those ships. And indeed, the ships made a U turn. I still remember seeing 

those pictures taken from the airplanes. 
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I have a remote uncle on Grandpa’s side, who at that time represented the ROC (Republic of China)’s 

Airforce to play volleyball in Okinawa, once told us that they actually saw the US bases (around the 

globe) man battle stations, should the Third World War break out. 

See, it took more than half a century, for the US and Cuba to re-normalize their relationship, which has 

just happened. 
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As I have mentioned earlier, upon the heel of the Second World War, came the civil wars, first in China. 

The result was that the communists under Mao Zedong took over the Mainland China, and the 

Democratic government led by Jiang Zhongzheng moved to Taiwan. 

Two years later, it was Korea’s turn. The Korean War did not actually finish. Technically, the two Koreas 

are still at war. However, we know that there is a dividing line, which we call the 38-Degree Line that 

divides the two Koreas today. The guy who was heavily involved was General Douglas McArthur. You 

might have heard the lines “Old Soldiers Never Die; They Only Fade Away”. That was his famous saying. 

Uncle first heard the expressions when I was in the middle school. Now, I myself am an old soldier. 

Japan has not been a problem, because after the Second World War, Japan became a strong ally of the 

US. It helps the US big time, as far as the international politics is concerned, and also economically. 

But when we look further south, we are approaching the flash points, the Indo-China peninsula, 

including Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, and Burma. 

The situation changed so much that some of the new names I do not even recognize. 

Thailand can more or less stand the heat, because it is the seat of two international treaties: the South-

East Asia Countries Treaty and the Asia-Pacific Countries Treaty. (I am using Chinese Translations here; 

they might be different from their official names.) Obviously, the US is heavily involved.  

Except Thailand, the other countries turned red (meaning, controlled by the communist government) 

one by one, beginning with Vietnam, then Cambodia. Even Philippines is infiltrated by the communists. I 

do not know very much about Burma, because the names changed so much recently and I have been 

away from that area for quite a long time and have not been paying attention. 

There was this fantasy about two Vietnams similar to the two Koreas up north, with the 17-Degree Line 

diving the two. But Hu Zhiming and his followers did not agree; they fought ferociously, despite the US 

B-52 bombers’ relentless carpet-style bombing. South Vietnam fell. I remember that moment. That time, 

Uncle already finished the military service in the Navy and went back to college (the best in Taiwan, 

which is the same university that the other uncle attended, which is also the same university that your 

father attended – which is also why your father met your mother although your mother graduated from 

a different university.)  
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There were quite a few Chinese-Vietnamese students in my class at that time. (They belonged to the 

category of ‘Oversea-Chinese’ student. Students who are Chinese descendants and come back to Taiwan 

to study are referred to as ‘Oversea-Chinese’ students.)It was in an afternoon, and somebody simply 

said, “South Vietnam is gone and Saigon is no more.” 

Then, it was Cambodia’s turn. I do not pretend to know a lot about Cambodia. I can only induce its fate 

being similar to that of Vietnam, because they are neighboring countries. Of course, correct me if I am 

wrong. And that is why Carolyn’s parents came to the US.  

Do you remember we have an aunt who married an American and now both live in California? They met 

because her would-be husband served in the US military during the Vietnam War and they met in Taipei 

while he was taking a vacation. 

6 

That sort of summed up the situations in the East. I have tried to relate those international events to 

ourselves, so that they might interest you.  

Now, let us look to the West. 

Very similar to the two Koreas in the East, there were two Germanys in the West, with very heavy US 

military presence in the West Germany (at that time, the East Germany belonged to the Communist 

Block). Politically, I do not know very much. But culturally, there was this guy named Elvis Presley, who 

was the Michael Jackson (Kifah’s favorite if I am not mistaken) of the 50’s. Only a lot of Americans said 

that Elvis Presley was much better. But you have to be your own judge.  

One of his big hits was ‘Wooden Heart’. If I am not mistaken, he got the idea from a German puppet 

show while he was stationed in Germany as an American soldier. 

The above paragraph served as an appropriate introduction to this section. The Western world also 

influenced our lives big time when we were growing up, but mostly ‘culturally’. It began with the ending 

of the Second World War. It was also the time your mother and the other uncle were born, as I have 

mentioned. The Americans were extremely popular almost anywhere around the world at that time. 

And the American pop culture popped up like bamboo shoots after the spring rain. 

In communities such as ours, American cultural influences were particularly strong, because a lot of the 

engineers were educated in the US before they came back to Taiwan to work for the refinery. I might as 

well be honest with you; the first pop songs that we heard as kids were American hit songs, not 

Taiwanese or Chinese. And the first movies that we watched were also American. (Did I tell you that we 

had our own theater in our community where we lived?) 

One of the movies that I remember well that I watched as a kid was ‘Alamos’. Now I know that Alamos is 

in San Antonio, not that far from my house. (It is about three hours’ drive.) The movie’s theme songs 

were beautiful. They were so good that even Grandpa and Grandma liked them. We would play the 

record over and over. (At that time, the record was a plastic disk about 1 foot across. The gramophone 
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that we used to play the record had a handle with a needle that sat in the groove of the record. When 

the disk turned, the vibration of the needle was amplified and the music was played out. ) 

For us, when we say pop music, we are actually referring to the ‘American’ pop music. We have been 

doing that since we were kids. That also explains why the three siblings (your mother, the other uncle, 

and me) can speak English pretty fluently. We have been exposed to the US culture way (way way) 

before we came to the US. 

I had to put the ‘way’s’ in parenthesis, otherwise Word would signal that I was wrong. 
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Chapter 3: The Computer 

1 

Do you know that when your mother got married to your father, she was the top secretary of Texas 

Instruments in Taiwan? By the way, Texas Instruments is the first company to have invented the ICs 

(integrated circuits). Texas Instruments also makes the best student calculators today. In other words, 

she had to give up her own career so that she could later join your father in Jordan. 

That company was, and still is, in the suburb of Taipei. 

Before that, she worked in Kaohsiung for Philips, a Dutch company. Did she tell you the incident that 

when they moved into a new building, the glass panels that divided the floors of the building were so 

clear that she ‘walked’ through one of them almost unscratched. But Grandma was almost frightened to 

death though, because when the ambulance arrived at the house, the girl that accompanied your 

mother emerged by herself from the ambulance with your mother’s shoes in her hand which made 

Grandma wonder what had happened to your mother. 

When the other uncle came back from the Asian Institute of Technologies (in Bangkok), he worked in 

Taipei also. So they rented an apartment together. 

Then I finished my service in the Navy late 1973 and also went to Taipei to prepare to go back to college. 

So, the three siblings lived together. That was also when Grandpa and Grandma got the idea of 

transferring to the Taoyuan Refinery later to be close to us.  

I was in charge of cooking. I even had a weekly menu, which I learned from serving in the military. But I 

don’t think that weekly menu was popular. Nor could I cook anything fancy, but obviously, we survived. 

Then the Chinese New Year came. And I bought the train tickets for them so that we could all go back to 

Kaohsiung to celebrate the New Year with Grandpa and Grandma. Somehow, the other uncle could not 

make that train schedule, so I had to return his ticket to the railroad company. I, myself, came back 

earlier. 

On that train your parents met each other. 
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Up until I was 24 years old, I never touched computer. Even then, when I got into college for the second 

time, this time in the best university in Taiwan as I have mentioned my only computer-related 

experience was designing a FORTRAN program, which looked like nothing when compared with the C++ 

programs that I later wrote after I became a computer major studying at the University of Delaware. But 

I have to admit that I am a mediocre computer programmer. 
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The above picture was taken that New Year of 1974. We were at Da-Bei Hu (the Big-Clam Lake) in 

Kaohsiung. 

The reason that I decided to learn computer was because I stuck to the idea of ‘continuously learning’. 

That kind of went hand-in-hand with our family’s ‘reading’ legacy that I mentioned earlier. Another 

example: I sent a book on obtaining the driver’s license in English to Jordan to your mother, and sure 

enough, not long afterwards, your mother got the driver’s license. 

Therefore, never underestimate the power of reading. 

Another reason why reading is important: only look at today’s TV, what violence, what inappropriate 

contents, what wrong messages they are conveying to the audience!   

Also, I’ve mentioned that I will write to Kifah and Nadia, and also about Dingding and Zhongzhong. I am 

still weaving the story together. I am sure I will be able to include them nicely. 

Let’s backtrack to the ending of the Second World War. It always helps to put things into perspective. 

Two technologies helped to end the war big time: one was the development of the early computers, and 

the other was the development of the atomic bomb. 



15 
 

Everybody knows right, that the US dropped two atomic bombs on Japan, and Japan surrendered within 

about one week? 

The early computers contributed to the war efforts in no less significant ways. For example, on the 

British front, they used the computers to break the codes that the German military units used to 

communicate among themselves. 

On the US side, they used the computers to calculate the movements of the projectiles, such as 

cannonballs, bombs and missiles. 

The early computers might have been involved in the development of the atomic bomb. But I do not 

know the details. 

At that time, the computer was as big as a house. They had to be put in a special air-conditioned room 

and kept dust-free. When they shot Apollo spacecraft onto the moon in 1968, the complexity of the 

computer that they used can now be put into one single tiny chip today.  

The remote uncle that I mentioned that represented ROC to play volleyball in Okinawa was hired to staff 

the computer department of the Kaohsiung Oil Refinery at the department’s very beginning, in a non-

engineer positon at that time. 

Later, when Grandpa was working at the Taoyuan Oil Refinery, I had opportunities to go into one of the 

control rooms of the plant. Automation was a standard already at that time, in the 1980s. However, the 

‘personal computers’ were still in their infancy. 

The entire six years that I was in Saudi Arabia and Jordan (1981 – 1987), the computer was kind of far 

away from me. The only thing close was when I went to send a telegram in one of the remote towns in 

Saudi Arabia, most likely Al-Ula in northern Saudi Arabia, employees at the telegraph office did not know 

how to type in English. So, I sat down and with a touch of a button that telegraph typewriter became an 

English typewriter. When I finished, I pressed that button again, the typewriter became an Arabic 

typewriter again. 

At that time, we were using telex, which was equivalent to today’s email.  

Word-processing was yet to come. The typewriters would type out letters directly. Photo-copiers were 

in their infancy, and the printers were part of the computer departments only the huge companies, 

large universities and research institutes, or large national defense units could afford. 

 

3 

Today, we have emails, and most importantly, websites. But that had to wait for the coming of the 

personal computers. 
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The personal computer era was born in the year 1981, exactly the same year that I went to Saudi Arabia 

the first time. The first big player I do not know his name, because the two players that are coming after 

him are much more famous. 

This first player was financially broke at that time. Electronics was his hobby. This guy designed a chip 

that contained circuits (Did I mentioned ICs in some previous section?) and went to a company similar to 

Texas Instruments and asked them to duplicate it for him. But the least quantity they allowed was 1000, 

because when you produce chips you have to produce a certain quantity to be cost-effective. So this guy 

put an advertisement in the Popular Electronics magazine in the hope of selling them. 

The day that magazine showed up in a newspaper stand in Boston and a young guy saw that ad, he 

rushed into the university dorm to find his best friend and show him. They both exclaimed, “We need to 

do this!” Not long afterwards, they both quit MIT and started their own software design company. One 

of the guys was Bill Gate and the company is Microsoft. 

Very similar to what happened to them, but on the west coast, two guys saw that ad and said to each 

other, “I can put a monitor to it, and a keyboard to it, and I can build a personal computer in my garage.” 

One of these two guys was Steve Job. And that was the birth of the Apple Computers. 

I like this kind of stories. You might ask that what they have to do with my family. Old as I am, I still have 

dreams. That is one good thing about being in the US. If you have dreams, nobody will bother you or 

laugh at you. 

For example, even today, I will still encourage Amira to actively look for an opportunity to be trained to 

become an astronaut, either in the US or in China, to become the first Palestinian female astronaut in 

history. I am not kidding. It will be a big boost to your people’s image. I am not talking about the fame. I 

have made it very clear since the beginning, ‘simplicity’ is a big thing in the life of an ordinary person 

such as us.  

I do not know how feasible it will be for Amira to become an astronaut. However, one thing that we all 

can participate and in which some of us are already experts: we can design super good websites. And I 

will expound on this topic more. 


