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Chapter 4: Clarifications 

1 

I need to clarify something here because I’ve anticipated some confusion: 

First of all, this one is important: if China and the US were allies during WWII (the Second World War), 

and that Taiwan was part of China, then why the US bombarded Taiwan as I mentioned while 

mentioning Grandma’s wedding? 

That goes back to our (your mother and the two uncles’) childhood again. And the answer is: before the 

end of the war, Taiwan was under Japanese occupation. Your mother might have explained this point for 

you.  

By the end of the 19th century, China suffered a big loss and humiliation by losing a war to Japan. Upon 

the conclusion of that war, both sides signed a treaty, which was called the Ma-guan (the Horse Gate – 

actually a name of a place) Treaty. There were many articles in the treaty, and each one of them 

incurred a big loss on the China part. Among them, Taiwan was to be given to Japan. 

As a result, Taiwan was actually ‘owned’ by Japan for almost 50 years, and was only returned to China at 

the conclusion of WWII and Japan surrendered. 

You might have known already, Grandpa and Grandma spoke perfect Japanese. Grandpa was trained to 

be a mechanical engineer and Grandma a school teacher. Grandpa certainly had some language talent. 

When Taiwan was returned to China, they both needed to go to a class to study Mandarin (the official 

Chinese dialect). Grandpa could speak Mandarin without accent. When we, the three siblings, spoke 

with Grandpa, we spoke in Mandarin. But when we spoke with Grandma, we spoke in Taiwanese. 

The house we grew up in was built by Japanese. Actually, the Kaohsiung Refinery was built by Japanese 

also to fuel the battleships at the navy base. The housing units were built side by side, two to one 

building. In this picture, you see a boy with the other uncle. This neighbor’s family lived in the other unit 

of the same building.  

In Chinese, when we say ‘ge-bi’, we are saying ‘neighbor’, but that translation is loose; the two 

characters actually say ,’divided by a wall’. But in the above case we were literally ge-bi, because the two 

families were only divided by a wall. 

If you remember in previous pictures, there were three small kids. Their family moved in when this boy’s 

family moved out. So they were all our ge-bi neighbors. 

We have another word for neighbor, which is ‘lin-ju’. This one has an accurate meaning; the two 

characters literally say: ‘living close to’ or ‘living in the neighborhood of’. 
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Grandpa and Grandma had this picture taken in the year 1990. That time, Grandma came by herself 

from Jordan and Grandpa flew in from Taoyuan. I brought them to New York City to the Japanese 

Embassy to obtain the visa so that they could visit Japan on the way home. 

According to Granma, she heard people suddenly cry at one of the airports. We did not know why. Then, 

at a rest station on the way back to Delaware, we saw the news on TV. Saddam Hussein had just invaded 

Kuwait. 

 

2 

I’ve said earlier that everybody needs to have an exercise schedule to maintain his or her health. Here, I 

will share you a small secret which will help guarantee your exercise schedule works: keep a record. The 

following is an example of my own.  
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By having a record, you have a report card for yourself. 

By looking at my own record, I know which days of a 

week I exercised, and what I did for exercise that 

particular day. I have been doing this for almost twenty 

years. From time to time, I will open this notebook and I 

know exactly what I did for the past twenty years. 

It works for me, and can work for you too! There are 

times doing the exercise becomes boring. I will often 

slow down a little bit when that happens, and the 

exercise becomes savory again. It works almost like 

eating. When you are bored of eating (no kidding, it 

happens!) simply slow down a little bit, and the food 

becomes delicious again. 

 

3 

You might say: Uncle, I am so busy. How can I have time 

for exercise? That is exactly the point. If you are that busy, you need exercise if only to survive and 

nothing else. 

You might be curious what the three Chinese characters are at the end of each line. They are ‘English’, 

‘Mandarin’, and ‘Taiwanese’, in a weekly rotation. 

That part of the story goes back to when Firas and Amira came here and helped me teach a class of 

Chinese School students to do taijiquan in preparation for a Chinese School event. 

Do you know how hard it is to teach 

the kids to do taijiquan? Taijiquan, 

in Taiwan or China, is for the senior 

people to do. It is slow and takes a 

lot of patience to learn and to do. If 

you remember, at the end of your 

visit and Uncle was taking you to 

the airport, I was quiet until we 

reached Houston. Then I explained 

to you that the reason I was quiet 

was because I was trying to figure 

out a way to teach the kids 

taijiquan that would really work. 

When I broke my silence, I had just 

‘invented’ a new way to learn 
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taijiquan, which I dubbed as ‘the Recitation Taijiquan.’ 

The way I did was to narrate each movement with a short four-syllable stanza (a stanza is a line in a 

poem). Nothing fancy, the functioning is that, when you hear the poem being said aloud (either by 

yourself or by some other person), you know exactly what you should do, that makes it even easier than 

aerobics. 

Therefore, all you have to do is listening and watching and copying the instructor’s movement. 

(On the contrary, the traditional way of learning taijiquan is to ‘do a movement a hundred times until 

you learn it.’ Are you serous that you expect the kids to learn that way?) 

I have it translated into English and Taiwanese, so I will do it in Mandarin, Taiwanese, or English, 

according to which week it is. I included the Recitation Taijiquan in my website. You are welcome to look 

it up for yourself. 

 

4 

Do you know both Grandma and your mother are 

artists? Your mother did cartoon faces in her 

textbooks. Grandma had some formal training. I 

included the picture here (which is not Grandma’s 

work). Grandma could do even better. She would 

do pictures of movie stars. When our neighbors saw 

the pictures that Grandma did, mostly the girls, they 

asked for them and Grandma simply gave the 

pictures to them. 

I have another good reason to put this picture here. Do you notice the grid method that they use? The 

‘grid method’ is: before you start drawing, you draw two grids, one on the original picture, the other one 

on the canvas that you want to use. That helps in two ways: much more accurate proportions and better 

organization.  

I put this section here on purpose, because I want to relate it to ‘doing exercises’. Please pay attention 

to the next paragraph: 

Having a weekly exercise schedule can be compared to ‘drawing a grid’ for yourself for 

that week. You will sense that you are that more organized. 
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5 

I talked very shortly with Kifah in Philadelphia about designing a useful website tool for the students to 

do their tests or homework by using their cellphones, and Kifah asked me, ‘which grade?’ 

I need to clarify. I am not talking about which grade or even which subject. I am talking about a ‘tool’ in 

general. What I was saying is that if we design a website that allows students to do tests or homework 

by using their cellphones, we need to include a function: that they can not only type, ‘but put in their 

handwritings’ at the same time.  You might say, oh, both technologies are already there. That is exactly 

the point: they need to be put together nicely by experimenting, the best with real students and 

teachers. The two technologies need to be combined ‘seamlessly.’ And that is the hard part. 

To be able to conveniently put in their handwritings or drawings is important for two reasons: 1) the 

teacher needs to verify that it is the student who is doing the work; and 2) very often, a complicated 

idea can be expressed with very simple drawings. (You see how hard it is to put in a formula by using 

word-processing software such as Word. If they can simply use their handwritings, the problems are 

solved immediately!)  

Those small diagrams or hand-written formulas or notes are what a teacher is looking for to verify that 

students really understand. The types of software that only allow student to type or do multiple choices 

are only a waste of time. Worse, they encourage cheating. And that is not fun! 

Many people are working on this or similar ideas. But we need to look outside the box (be creative and 

look from different perspectives).  The whole idea of education needs to be revolutionized (the cycle of 

learning, teaching, reinforcing, taking test, grading, and evaluation). Too many efforts are being wasted. 

I am sure we can do better than many other people, because we actually ‘live in several cultures’ 

simultaneously, and that is a big asset! 

That is one of the reasons that I encourage everybody, especially Kifah and Nadia, to utilize our 

expertise to see how we can contribute to making improvement. 

 

6 

There is one more clarification I want to make. When I mentioned that your parents’ host family ate 

with their fingers, I was not saying that they were wrong. I should say that it was a small ‘cultural shock’ 

for my brother, the other uncle. For example, Queen Elizabeth I (not Her Majesty this Queen; the first 

Queen Elizabeth, who was Henry VIII’s daughter) ate with her fingers. 

On next page, in the pictures are Grandpa and Grandma during their 1999 visit. Also, Granma enjoys the 

buffet at Ryan in Victoria. Also, your parents sit together with Grandma at Ryan. Another picture shows 

Grandma, the two uncles, and Dingding and Zhongzhong (2007, the year Dingding entered college – 

which belongs to the same university your father and the two uncles attended). 
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Chapter 5: Small Wonders 

1 

Something similar to the miracle in which your mother walked through a piece of glass happened to me 

once. That time, I already graduated from college and was working in Taipei. It was a Sunday evening 

and I came back from visiting Grandpa and Grandma at the Taoyuan Refinery. I took a bus from Taoyuan 

and switched to my own scooter in Taipei close to the railway station. 

When I approached that section of Heping (meaning ‘Peace’) East Road, very close to the university 

campus that I previously attended, I sensed my scooter moved sideways to the left for about six feet. I 

can guarantee you there is nobody in the Universe but one who can move a motorcycle or any vehicle 

sideways. At that very moment, another motorcycle came out from a small alley on the right hand side 

of the road and passed by my right within about four feet after making an abrupt left turn toward me. 

(When we passed each other, we were traveling in opposite directions.) Later I noticed that there was a 

tree at that very corner where that motorcycle came out, which almost completely obstructed the view. 

In other words, if I had not been moved to the left for about 6 feet, I would have been killed right there. 

I have been keeping it to myself for almost thirty five years, but once. That was after I became a 

Christian. Chinese have a tradition not to talk about the ‘Secret of Heaven’. Somehow, for a person who 

believes in God, there is nothing wrong to talk about miracles. 

Another fun experience happened to me while I worked at Tayma in northern Saudi Arabia.  

I went to Tayma to draw money from a bank to pay that month’s salaries to the whole campsite. The 

clerk counted the bills over and over, back and forth. I do not remember how many times – four or five 

times or even more. When he gave me that pile of money, I told him to count it again. I had noticed that 

instead of counting one-riyal bills, he had been counting two-riyal bills. He didn’t know why, so I pointed 

my finger at the bills. Then when he looked at the bills and realized his mistakes, you should see how he 

grab those bundles of money with his two forearms from the counter and push them right back to his 

desk like a backhoe. He had just given me two hundred people’s monthly salaries extra.  

I still laughed at that incident today. I am glad I made that quick and right decision. I would have been 

put in prison immediately, because it would be too easy for the bank to realize where the mistake was 

had I not notified him and stopped the mistake from happening right there. 

If similar incidents happen today, I will return the money, even if nobody’s to find out. (Two or three 

times in the US while I was attending the universities, I forgot and left my wallet in the restroom, and 

every time, it came back to me intact.)  

One might hesitate to talk about miracles that are out of his or her control; there are small wonders in 

life which are in our control. And I want to talk about them, because they make perfect sense. 
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2 

In Philadelphia, I remember I told Kifah more than once: 1) break things down into steps and 2) keep 

them simple. 

I have a good reason to say that. Especially when you plan an event or participate in planning an event: 

i) There are many aspects of an event, and in each aspect, there are many steps. 

ii) You need to be able to visualize the complexity, even for a very simple and straightforward 

event.  

iii) Then you figure out the probability of success of each step. 

iv) Then you multiply them together to figure out the overall probability of the success of the 

whole event. 

v) For Example: Suppose the probability of success of each step is .9 and there are five steps, 

you multiply .9 five times: .9 X.9 X .9 X .9 X .9 = .59 (Events can easily be much more 

complicated than only having five steps.) 

vi) And you almost fail. 

vii) And that is why you need a ‘safety margin’ to increase the probability of success of each 

step, especially for those critical steps. (To increase the safety margin, you take certain 

precautions, which were what Uncle was doing, and I could see you confused.)  

viii) Do not try to do everything yourself or everything at one time. You need to have a group of 

people to help you. And you need to let them know how they can help beforehand.  

ix) And so on and so forth. 

To be honest, I do not see this kind of calculations in your culture. In other words, I hardly see ‘planning’ 

in your culture. I do not intend to offend anyone. I even know why. It is because in your culture, when 

things happen, everybody chips in to help out. But that is not often the case in the Western world. Not 

that people in the Western world do not want to help out, but they are trained to help out in an 

‘planned and organized’ manner, and those who are in charge need to be very clear and to make very 

clear to people as to what everybody else’s responsibilities are. 

I am sure you can still train yourself while working in Amman. If you pay attention, I am sure you can 

find opportunities.  

You are a programmer, and you should know. There are many parts in a program, and in 

each part, there are many steps. 

Or, if you like, check out the ‘Recitation Taijiquan’ in my website: 

 There are many movements in the exercise, and in each movement, there are many 

steps. 

See, if you pay attention, you can relate what you have learned to a new area that you have not learned, 

without having to reinvent the wheel all over, which would not be fun and would even drive people 
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crazy. Also, by breaking it down, a complicated issue or event becomes pieces of cake. And you will 

begin to enjoy it. 

I want to make this point very clear to you, because I encourage you to have a goal and a plan to come 

to the US again. And I want you (your family) to be successful next time. Very simple: Uncle started to 

plan to come to the US at exactly the same age as you are now. I started to do regular weekly exercise 

almost at the same age. 

Remember: to know the ‘culture’ is important, not only the ‘language’. 


